
 Gifted to Serve 2 - Informed to Be Formed   

Recap:

Spiritual GIFTS are MANIFESTATIONS of the HOLY Spirit 

Spiritual Gifts are FREELY GIVEN by the Holy Spirit (as He determines) for the purpose 
of SERVING others, in the SUPERNATURAL POWER He supplies, so that the body 
of Christ can be EDIFIED and BUILT up as the gifts are exercised in LOVE. 

 

DISCLAIMERS:  
1. The BIBLE does not give us neat definitions for these gifts

2. Some of the gifts we are going to look will sound a lot like stuff that EVERY Believer 
3. temptation to think certain gifts are more supernatural than others 


1 Peter 4:10-11  Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they 
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should 
do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ... 

verbal & non-verbal, and says that BOTH categories require the Power of the H/S


1. Gift of Administration — 1 Corinthians 12:28 And God has placed in the church 
first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.


The NIV “GUIDANCE”, NASB “gifts of administrations,” the ORIGIN of this word 
comes from a Latin word meaning “TO STEER.” 


A literal translation of the GREEK word is “Piloting” 

It was used in reference to the HELMSMAN of a SHIP 


A helmsman is responsible for steering a vessel, keeping it on course, recognizing 
changes in weather patterns, and making adjustments accordingly. The helmsman 
does not decide the destination, they are tasked with getting to the destination 


They understand the capabilities of both the vessel and the crew and they know who to 
call on at the right time to make sure the vessel gets safely to its destination 

So one way to describe the GIFT of Administration is:  

DEFINITION: “The Holy Spirit empowered ability to steer a group, a team, a ministry, or 
a church toward the accomplishment of its God-given goals. 


able to develop strategies & plans to accomplish God’s mission. 




They can be good at getting the right people in the right places & positions that help 
create movement and progress toward the goal / They can create order out of 
chaos. 


Acts chapter 6:2  the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and 
said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to 
wait on tables.”  

V. 3-4 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be 
full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give 
our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”  

RESULT V.7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

Gift Vs Natural Talent . Skill The body of Christ grows and is built up 


GIVING END 


Be willing to submit to the God-Given vision or direction for the church, group, or 
ministry that you’re trying to steer 


Examples - Lead, or help lead: D3 Groups, Teams, help individuals create strategies or 
plans to reach God-given goals

 

RECEIVING END 
be open to God using someone who has this gift in your life to help you discover 
your part in the body of Christ / Sometimes others can see what you can’t 

Be open 


Be Humble direction  — We don’t have to always have our way - we can learn from 
others  

Be willing to receive help in this area (especially those w/ leadership gifts) 


2. Gift of Helps / Service  
1Corinthians 12:28 - same passage that mentions the gift of administration, also lists: 
gifts of of helping... 

The root meaning of the wordL “To take a burden on one’s self instead of another.” 

Most common interpretation applies to general or practical assistance of all kinds. 


Bobby Clinton: the capacity to unselfishly meet the needs of others through very 
practical service. 




Romans 12:7 if your gift is serving then serve... 


Definition: the Holy Spirit empowered ability to unselfishly see and meet the practical 
needs of individuals or groups in ways that build up the body of Christ in love.  
  
ALL Christians are called to serve or help Galatians 5:13-14 you were called to be free. 
But do not use your freedom to indulge in the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in 
love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one common: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 


Acts 6, the people who had the gift of helps or service waited on tables. 


2 Timothy 1:16  May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because 
he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. VERSE 18  May the Lord 
grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know very well in how many 
ways he helped me in Ephesus. 

GIVING END 

It often starts with the ability to SEE a practical need, or feel a NUDGE or 
PROMPTING from the Holy Spirit to help someone in a practical way / And people with 
this gift typically SEE or SENSE that need before anyone else sees it or senses it 


Many times the Holy Spirit helps people with this gift identify what the best way to 
meet that need is. / don’t mind working behind the scenes -


RECEIVING end of this gift? 


It takes a great deal of humility to accept help from someone else / We can be such 
self-made people and our pride can rob someone of the blessing of using their gift in 
a way that God wants to demonstrate His love and care for us 


Be careful not to turn away help just because you think you can do something yourself 
God might be working and you don’t want to quench His Holy Spirit


3.  Gift of Giving. 

Romans 12:6 We have different gifts according to the grace given to each of us... V.
8 ...if it is giving, then give generously


All called to give— Tithing Pre-law


Cain and Abel in Genesis 4 were bringing offerings to the Lord

Abraham - who lived hundreds of years before the LAW was ever given, gives 
Melchizedek a tenth of everything in response to his blessing on Abraham

Jacob Genesis 28 makes a vow to God that He will give him a tenth of everything God 
has given him 




Definition: “supernatural ability to give generously to meet needs”  

John Thompson “People with this gift often feel a deep sensitivity to God and a desire 
to channel resources to others with joy, the right motive, and with great generosity.” 


 Acts 4:33b-35...God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no 
needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses 
sold them, bought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to anyone who had need.  

God’s GRACE — The Holy Spirit is prompting people to respond to needs by GIVING 
so that there would be no needy persons among them 


GIVING END 

You may find yourself setting aside certain amounts of money because you have a 
sense that their will be an opportunity coming to give it 


Find great joy in helping someone without them ever knowing who provided the 
assistance - “No Strings Attached”


RECEIVING end of this gift?

Watch out for PRIDE - A lot of us don’t want to admit when we don’t need help - And 
when we refuse to receive help, we’re often robbing someone of an opportunity to use 
their gift 


Roof Example $2500 


4. Gift of MERCY  

Romans 12:8 ...if your gift is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 

The word “Mercy” means to have compassion on and help one who is afflicted. 


Not JUST a feeling — NIV translates this, “to SHOW mercy.” The ESV describes it as 
the one who does acts of mercy - So while mercy is often activated by a Holy Spirit 
inspired feeling of compassion - It’s not just feeling sorry for someone - It’s doing 
something about it 


Done— CHEERFULLY - with Joy 


Definition: the supernatural ability to feel deep empathy and care for those who are 
hurting or afflicted. 


Again, all followers —Luke 6:36 Jesus says “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 


The parable of the Good Samaritan is a great picture of mercy in action




Some who have this GIFT can often SEE people who are afflicted and genuinely meet 
needs with joy. 


Acts 9:36  In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); 
she was always doing good and helping the poor. 

“helping the poor” is translated in the ESV “as acts of charity” - the word Charity 
comes from a word that means “MERCY” Tabitha most likely has a gift of mercy 


GIVING END

The Holy Spirit will break your heart for those who are suffering or afflicted - Often 
times putting a specific person on your heart 

 

He’ll often give you the passion to embrace someone stuck / willingness to weep with 
those who weep / seek out those who feel afflicted or unworthy 


And you’ll be moved to - Action that helps comfort the afflicted 

The Spirit will often give people with this gift the ability to discern when a person is in 
need or hurting (many times we’re good at hiding our pain) and He’ll often help the 
person with this gift identify whether their need is physical, emotional, or spiritual, and 
how they can meet that need. 


When it’s the Holy Spirit guiding you, it will be done cheerfully, not grudgingly. 


RECEIVING end

give ourselves permission to be vulnerable when we feel afflicted / struggling


Second - We need to be willing to give people the benefit of the doubt - Mercy can be 
messy - be gracious  


CLOSING:  GIFTS can be MESSY - We won’t always get it right / environment of 
grace



