
Sending Them Out
At the end of the spring semester we began to see how God would send people on new assignments for the fall. One student leader 
and 2 of our staff have felt led to go for a year on new missions. God has been leading Sam, our single staff guy, to spend a year at Cru 
headquarters in Florida where he’ll get a greater vision for what God’s doing in our ministry all over the world. Another one of our staff, 
Amy, has sensed God leading her to take one of our year-long trips (STINT) to Lebanon. But when there wasn’t a team to join her there 
she was rerouted to a closed Muslim country in the Middle East. She was also asked to help lead the team and has taken on that key 
role. We have already started to miss Amy and Sam but hope they will rejoin us in a year or so… 

Jake has been a faithful student leader in USC Cru for the past few years. As he approached graduation this spring, he began looking at 
ways he could minister using his musical gifts. He found that there was a Performing Arts Team with Cru that had a need for interns. 
He visited the team in Indianapolis, applied, and was accepted for this exciting internship where he’ll get to be a part of a team that 
will share Christ through concerts and the arts. Since acceptance and graduation he’s been trusting the Lord to raise up a team of 
supporters for his year-long mission.        
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Virtual Summer Missions
As you know, all of our in-person Summer Missions in the US and overseas have been canceled this year. These trips have always 
been great spaces for students to use their summers to invest in their spiritual growth. Summer Missions have given us, as Cru 
Staff, the opportunity to disciple college students, challenge them to boldly share their faith, and even equip them to minister back 
on their campuses. Though our usual Summer Missions aren’t an option, our National Cru staff have created virtual missions for 
staff and students this summer. Justin, one of our USC interns will be taking part in one of these and has already started planning. 
One of the strategies they’ve worked on is using Facebook and Instagram ads to connect with those who are spiritually interested. 
Prayerfully they’ll be able to have many spiritual conversations in the coming weeks. We are also praying that students will join them 
on these virtual summer missions and experience discipleship and evangelism opportunities.



Boys Box
The boys have continued to do well staying at home. They’re 
on the last leg of the homeschool year with just a week left. 

Jack has been focused on his golf game this past month. He 
regularly practices hitting into the net we’ve set up in the 
backyard. We also have 2 putt return mats, one in his room. 
He even set up a small golf course in our yard that all the 
boys have enjoyed (no broken windows yet!). 

Sam has fittingly wanted variety and creativity in recent days. 
He tried Jack’s golf course for a bit before moving on to 
Spikeball and then back to the numerous trampoline games 
including 4 square and a mini-dunk contest on a nerf hoop…

Josh has also been trying all of his brothers’ games and 
sports. He’s even started liking baseball and was watching a 
2019 Braves replay recently. He’s also been enjoying homerun 
derby in the front yard.

Finding Good in the Crisis
As we all feel the big and small losses in the midst of this pandemic, here’s an excerpt from an update we received recently from Cru 
President, Steve Douglas. We hope you are encouraged by it.

“There are so many negatives related to the COVID-19 crisis. The news is filled with them. As a result, people are experiencing serious 
fear and anxiety and a significant loss of hope for a good future anytime soon. There is great harm — no question. But is any good 
coming out of this crisis? The answer is a resounding “yes”! Many more people are looking to God for help. As a matter of fact, there 
has never been a greater opportunity to tell people about a relationship with God… Why do I say that? First, there are more people 
alive today than ever before. In 1900, the world’s population was 1.6 billion. In 1950, it was 2.5 billion. Today, it is 7.8 billion. So there are 
more people to reach today than ever before. Second, because a significant percentage of the population seems to be experiencing 
fear and loss of hope, they are more open to the gospel. Leaders who minister through digital means tell me there are dramatic 
increases in online searches on finding hope and peace, and overcoming fear and worry. A man in Kenya wrote of his deep concern 
over the pandemic, but upon receiving Christ, that he was “now happy as a child of God.” Another person asking for help on a ministry 
website said, “I’m not really a religious person, but I don’t know who else to turn to but God.” Tyndale House Publishers reports that 
sales of their Life Application Study Bible were up 44% in March 2020 versus March 2019. On their Facebook page for the New Living 
Translation (where they post Bible verse illustrations), engagement was up 72% in March over February. Third, the means now exist 
to touch the lives of the vast majority of people on earth. A few months ago it was estimated that 62% of the world’s population now 
uses mobile phones. That means, by phone, we have opportunities to get the Good News to about 4.8 billion people… In 2018, Barna 
Research reported that 58% of non-Christians said someone had shared about faith with them on Facebook. Another 14% heard 
through other social media channels. Can you imagine what these percentages might be now? Add to that all the video streaming 
capabilities and more personalized communication opportunities. No surprise that during one week in March, our ministry’s digital 
resources were accessed from every country on earth! There is also the continued use of television and radio. The “JESUS” film was 
shown in 117 countries during Easter weekend — twice as many as initially expected. In Kenya, 10 million people watched “JESUS” on TV. 
In fact, I just received a report from the Southern and Eastern Africa Area. In their 24 countries from April 6-14, they saw a total of 44 
million exposures to the gospel, and 275,000 indicated decisions for Christ. This was mainly through the use of Jesus Film® products 
and tools.

Pray…
• For our staff and students as they trust the Lord to provide for their summer and fall assignments: Sam to Headquarters, 

Amy to the Middle East, Justin’s virtual Summer Mission, and Jake to Indianapolis with Cru Performing Arts. 

• That our student leaders and interns will lead and continue to connect well in our Summer Connect studies.

• That we’ll be able to involve incoming freshmen at USC, Columbia College, and Newberry College in these summer Bible 
studies. 

• For our staff team and student leaders as we look toward many changes in ministry in the fall – everything from having a 
much smaller staff team to the “new norms” that may limit opportunities to gather and minister…

A Special Remembrance
Jen’s precious “Meema” 
(Joyce Heilman) went to be 
with the Lord on May 5, 2020.  
She passed away peacefully in 
her sleep with no discomfort 
after enjoying a fun family 
dinner.  It’s hard to sum up 
what she means to us in this 
little paragraph, but above all, 
she was a joy-filled friend of 
Jesus who loved her family 
deeply.  It was especially 
difficult that we could not 
travel to PA to be with family 
for the funeral service, but 
we are looking forward to a 
celebration of her life when restrictions are lifted.

Meema with the boys at her 
surprise 85th birthday party


