
 The Process Week 1 - The Picture  
Acts 7:9-10 “Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph,   
2 primary reasons Joseph’s brothers were jealous: 


1st–Favoritism —Gen 37:3-4 “Israel (Jacob) loved Joseph more than any of his other 
sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for 
him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they 
hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 


2nd reason - Joseph had DREAM “V. 5, and when he told it to his brothers, they 
hated him all the more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: We were binding 
sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while 
your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” V.8 His brothers said to 
him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all 
the more because of his dream and what he had said.  

And then Joseph has another dream in V.9 - He tells his brothers and his father about 
it—his father rebukes him and Genesis 37:11 says, “His brothers were jealous of him”   


Acts 7, because his brothers were jealous V.9, they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But 
God was with him  

Not that phrase - BUT GOD WAS WITH HIM

BUT GOD WAS WITH HIM and rescued him from all his troubles. (God’s way of 
RESCUE is not always REMOVE us from our situations / Instead He rescues us through 
using those situations to SHAPE us) 


It was THROUGH the situations Joseph found himself in, V.10 God: gave Joseph 
wisdom and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt. So Pharaoh 
made him ruler over Egypt and all his palace.  

V. 11-14 “Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, bringing great suffering, and our 
ancestors could not find food. When Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent 
our forefathers on their first visit. On their second visit, Joseph told his brothers who he 
was, and Pharaoh learned about Joseph’s family. After this, Joseph sent for his father 
Jacob and his whole family, seventy-five in all.   

first visit—Genesis 42:6 Now Joseph was governor of the land, the person who sold 
grain to all its people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him 
with their faces to the ground. (DREAM FULFILLED) 


Only 5 chapters between Genesis 37 & 42 22 YEARS have passed -  Joseph waited 
22 YEARS to see that Dream Realized 




And the PROCESS is what happens during those 22 YEARS - All the activity between 
the VISION and the REALIZATION of the VISION   


The PROCESS is how God shapes and prepares us to see the VISION that He has for 
our life become reality — Was Joseph “ready” to be put in charge of all of Egypt when 
he had the dream at age 17? Did he have all the SKILLS, the COMPETENCIES, or the 
CHARACTER to lead an entire nation? PROBABLY NOT


The PROCESS is the place of PREPARATION / It’s the place of TRANSFORMATION / 
the place where we GROW in our character and our competencies to be able to 
complete the assignments God has designed us for 


First part of the PROCESS is God’s PICTURE for your life 


God has a PICTURE for your life? He has a DREAM / A VISION for who we ARE, who 
we can BECOME & what we can DO through Him 


For JOSEPH, dreams & visions were in his spiritual DNA - he Descended from a long 
line of Dreamers 


His Father Jacob  Genesis 29 he falls asleep on a rock has a dream where he sees a 
stairway in a dream that goes from the earth to the heavens and sees Angels (or 
messengers) of God ascending and descending Later in Genesis 46 VISIONS 


Joseph’s Grandfather Isaac had visions - In Gen. 26 the Lord appears to him multiple 
times gives him instructions - telling him “Do not be afraid for I am with you. I will 
bless you and will increase the number of your descendants.”  


Joseph’s Great-Grandfather Abraham had dreams & visions In Genesis 15 we read, 
After this the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I 
am your shield, your very great reward.”


And as followers of Jesus Christ, Dreams & Visions are in OUR spiritual DNA too—God 
has a PICTURE for our life /A VISION for who we can become / what He can do IN 
us/THROUGH us. — NOT about ambition, but about assignments 

Psalm 139:16 David writes, “Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” 

 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
The word “Workmanship” it is the Greek word “poiema” / We get our English word 
“POEM” from it / We are God’s POEMS Our lives should tell a story about the 
greatness of God & love of Jesus /  NLT translates it “we are God’s MASTERPIECE” 



MASTERPIECE—an artist’s greatest work - It’s the BEST of their BEST - Ephesians 
2:10 is saying to us: of all the beautiful things that God created in this world - WE are 
His Masterpiece - WE have been CREATED and are being RE-CREATED in Christ to be 
the BEST of God’s work 


Many have a tough time believing that 


Jeremiah 1:4-5 says: The word of the Lord came to  me, saying, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations.” 

You know what Jeremiah SEES?  
V. 6 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” He 
sees limitations / weaknesses  

But GOD sees MASTERPIECE / He Sees HIS BEST WORK   
V.7-8 ...the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I 
send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 
you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord.  
  

What amazes me about Joseph is his ability to SEE the PICTURE God saw without 
doubting his potential or questioning his ability - He’s only 17, but he doesn’t say 
“I’m too young” or “l don’t know how to lead”


Not only does Joseph have the courage to SEE God’s picture he has the boldness to 
SHARE it with his brothers - He has the NERVE to do this TWICE / V.5 says “Joseph 
had a dream, and when he told his brothers, they hated him all the more.”     
 

V.9  Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had 
another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to 
me.” 


If SHARING your first dream elevated your brother’s hatred for you, WHY would you 
possibly share ANOTHER one?


I used to think it was PRIDE, He was only 17 - maybe he’s trying to prove himself to 
his brothers / maybe arrogance creeping in / Some Bible commentaries suggest that  


This time, the Holy Spirit put something different on my heart: What if it wasn’t 
PRIDE? (the Bible never says it was pride) What if it was confidence? What if the 
reason Joseph felt SAFE to SHARE his dream boldly was because he knew how 
much his father LOVED him 


Think about this for a minute, the opposite of confidence is what? FEAR - 1 John 4:18 
says There is no FEAR in love. But perfect LOVE drives out fear




I’m pretty convinced that it was the LOVE and AFFIRMATION that Joseph received 
from his FATHER that gave him the CONFIDENCE to SEE & the COURAGE to SHARE 
the pictures God had for his life  


And I think it was the DEPRIVATIONS in his brother’s lives (They didn’t get that same 
Love / ...same affirmation) that hindered them from seeing God’s Picture for their lives


They came from the SAME family of dreamers and visionaries - But we don't read 
about any of them having dreams or visions - I don’t think it’s because God didn’t have 
PICTURES for their lives (HE has a picture for ALL OF US) I just think they just couldn’t 
SEE it 


Genesis 37:4 said “When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father loved him more than 
any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.” And after he 
shared his 2nd dream V.11 says “His brothers were jealous of him.” 


We will never be able to SEE God’s PICTURE for our life CLEARLY if we’re busy 
looking at God’s PICTURE for other people’s lives with JEALOUSY 

 

None of us has or has had a perfect earthly father—so we can all relate on some level 
to Joseph’s brothers  


No matter what kind of earthly father we have or had or didn’t have here’s the good 
news: We have a heavenly Father who is PERFECT 100% of the time & He loves us 
beyond measure / He adopts us into His family when we repent and put our trust in 
Jesus as our Savior. Romans 8:15-16  says, “the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

Of all the things Jesus teaches us about God. - His BIG idea seems to be that God is a 
perfect FATHER - In the 4 Gospels alone Jesus refers to God as FATHER 189 TIMES. 


Here’s why this is SO important: 

The PICTURE that God has for your life and the PICTURE that God has for my life - 
Proceeds directly from the heart of our Heavenly Father


So if you really want to SEE that picture - You’ve got to access the FATHER’S heart / 
Pursue Him with your entire being / Get close enough to him to experience His deep, 
deep love


1 John 3:1 “SEE what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are!” 

See can also mean “to become acquainted with by experience” 

John is saying, really SEE this love/ EXPERIENCE it deeply  

 




Press into the Father’s heart - Make this intimacy with the Father a non-negotiable - 
NOT legalism or To-Do list  


Mark 1:25 says while it was still dark, he went out to a desolate place where he prayed 
- WHY? Not so that he could brag to his disciples that He did his devotions


He wanted to BE WITH HIS FATHER —WHY? So He could EXPERIENCE the 
FATHER’S LOVE and SEE what the FATHER’S PICTURES for HIM WERE  


John 5 - He says the Son can only do what he SEES his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does the son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows 
him all he does. 


John 17:20-21 I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message (that’s 
us) that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 


GO AFTER it / Pursue it with all of who you are / Because that’s the PLACE you BEGIN 
to SEE the PICTURE for your life that GOD SEES - The PICTURE God has for your life 
Proceeds from His HEART - The courage to SEE it and the BOLDNESS to SHARE it 
comes from the FATHER’S love 


So the PROCESS Begins with God’s PICTURE for our LIFE / That PICTURE 
PROCEEDS from the heart of the Father  — And the reason it’s so important to SEE the 
PICTURE that PROCEEDS from the Heart of the Father for our lives is 


the PICTURE helps us to PERSEVERE through the PROCESS  


The Process can be really, really painful 

Joseph hated by his own brothers & rebuked by his father, He gets thrown in a pit / 
sold by his brothers / falsely accused and imprisoned for a crime he did not commit / 
forgotten in prison 


The PROCESS can BE PAINFUL - It’s Transformational and it prepares us - But it can 
really hurt / And it’s the PICTURES that God GIVES us The Pictures that Proceed from 
the Father’s Heart that help us PERSEVERE through the PROCESS 


church planting —Why did God give me these pictures & visions if we weren’t going 
to see them all come to realization? 


1. Just because I haven’t seen those DREAMS realized YET does not mean they 
will NEVER be realized in the future  


2. Even if those PICTURES never come to PASS - Those PICTURES helped me 
PERSEVERE - (7 moves in 3 years) 




Caleb - in the book of Numbers was one of the 12 spies that were sent into the land of 
Canaan explore the land God was going to give them. 10 of those guys came back and 
said “The land is just the way God describes it but we can’t go because the cities 
are large and fortified and the people living there are huge” Only 2-Joshua and 
Caleb SAW it and SAID, “Let’s GO - God said He’s giving this to us—we can do it” 

Everyone else grumbled and complained and wanted to go back to Egypt where they 
had been slaves - anyone over 20 years old is not going into the promised land - 
except Joshua and Caleb / And God’s people spent the next 40 years wandering 
through the wilderness grumbling & complaining. Finally, we get to Joshua 14 


Joshua is leading the next generations into the promised land, they are dividing up the 
land - Listen to what Caleb says to Joshua: 


“You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you 
and me. (NUMBERS 14:24 God says, “my servant Caleb has a different spirit and 
follows me wholeheartedly” Caleb goes on to say, "I was forty years old when Moses 
the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought 
him back a report according to my convictions, 8 but my fellow Israelites who went 
up with me made the hearts of the people melt in fear. I, however, followed the Lord 
my God wholeheartedly. 9 So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which 
your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because 
you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.’10 “Now then, just as the Lord 
promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, 
while Israel moved about in the wilderness. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! I 
am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to 
battle now as I was then.  

Not arrogance in Caleb’s life / it’s not swagger - It’s confidence — He still SEES the 
PICTURE that Proceeds from heart of father  


Joshua 14:12 Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day. You 
yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, 
but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them out just as he said.” 

Caleb goes back to - the PICTURE - I will drive them out “JUST as HE Said” 

It was the PICTURE that helped CALEB PERSEVERE through a culture of 
complaining - He never lost sight of the picture 

The PICTURE that PROCEEDS from the Father’s HEART helps us PERSEVERE 
through the PROCESS  

For some: there is a PICTURE from the Father’s heart, that’s in your soul - But you 
haven’t taken it out and looked at it in a while - And It needs to be dusted off and 




ReKindled 

Maybe you shared that PICTURE with someone at some point in the past and you were 
rebuked / or laughed at / maybe someone told you you couldn’t DO it / Maybe you 
were like Jeremiah and you told yourself you couldn’t do it / Maybe you came up with 
a list of all the things you’re NOT / All your weaknesses or limitations - the things you’re 
not good at


But if that PICTURE was From the Heart of the FATHER - It’s time to REKINDLE it / 
bring it back out / dust it off / keep it where you can see it


For others: time for a ReTake 

Maybe your PICTURE was more about your ambition and it needs to become more 
about God’s assignment / Maybe the picture can’t be rekindled and you just need to 
start fresh - You need a fresh picture / a RETAKE 


Maybe you’ve never had a PICTURE of what God wants to do in your life because of 
deprivations - You haven’t been able to see the Father’s Heart 

Whether you need a FIRST look, a FRESH look or a RETAKE, the PICTURE is the 
First step in the Process, And since the PICTURE PROCEEDS from the Father’s Heart 
the key FOR ALL of us - is to lean into the Father’s LOVE 


You’ll never see his love more clearly demonstrated than in the death and resurrection 
of God’s Son Jesus Christ 


Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 


As you come - pause look into the mirror - ask “DO I SEE WHAT GOD SEES” Do I see 
God’s best creation? Do I see His masterpiece?


