
Prepared to Persevere (Mark 14:32-42)

    We cannot always PLAN well for the future because we can’t always SEE or 
ANTICIPATE what is ahead. We can be WELL-PREPARED for the future. 

I. Jesus had a PLACE to prepare (Mark 14:32) 

The place provides a setting for us to engage in practices that help us connect with God 


Luke 4:1 Place: wilderness; Practice: fasting Mark 1:35 - Place: a solitary place; Practice: prayer  
Key: Most important thing is not WHERE the place is but WHAT the place is like


Application: Do you have a PLACE? 


II. Jesus had trusted PEOPLE to do life with (Mark 14:33-34) 

Trusted people allow me to be vulnerable, confess my sins and shortcomings, and share where I’m at 
without feeling judgment or shames. Trusted people are willing to be honest with me and correct me when 
I’m heading down the wrong path. They can challenge me without controlling me and inspire me to grow 
without imposing their agenda on me. Trusted people know me and still like me. They can stand with me 
when I feel distressed, depressed, or troubled without needing to fix me or give too much advice. 


See also: Luke 8:51-54 and Matthew 17:1-8

  
Terry Wardle: “Yes we are to love people everywhere. However, loving people does not mean everyone is 
safe enough, or mature enough to honor and respect us as children of God or to contribute to the 
awakening of our true selves. While all people deserve respect and dignity, not everyone should be 
permitted to speak into our lives. (From book “Identity Matters”)” 

Application: Do you have trusted PEOPLE that you can do life with?


III. Jesus had a PRETENSELESS relationship with God (verse 35-36)


David Benner: “Every time I dare to meet God in the vulnerability of my sin and shame, this knowing is 
strengthened. Every time I fall back into a self-improvement mode and try to bring God my best self, it is 
weakened. I only know Divine unconditional, radical and reckless love for me when I dare to approach god 
just as I am. The more I have the courage to meet god in this place of weakness, the more I will know myself 
to be truly and deeply loved by God. And the more deeply I know this love, the easier it will be to trust it as 
Christ did—preferring God’s will to my own.”  

Brennan Manning: “Abba means in literal English: daddy, papa, my own dear father...And when Jesus 
teaches us to pray “Our Father” He is saying that we may address the infinite, transcendent, almighty God 
with the intimacy, familiarity, and unshaken trust that a sixteen-month-old baby has sitting on his father’s lap
—da, da, daddy.” 

Galatians 4:9 “But now that you KNOW God—or rather ARE KNOWN BY GOD—how is it that you are 
turning back to those weak and miserable forces?”  
See also: Psalm 139; Psalm 13; Matthew 7:23  

Application: Are you PRETENSELESS with God? Do you reveal “all of you” to Him?  

Luke 2:42-43 “...An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him...”  God’s POWER meets us 
in our weakness (see also 2 Corinthians 12:7-9), strengthens us and prepares us to persevere well. 


